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Press Information 
 
 
 

A New Generation in the Top Positions at Hansgrohe AG 
Siegfried Gänßlen will be the new Chairman of the B oard in 2008 
 

Schiltach, October 2007. Chairman of the Board Klaus Grohe (70) 
announced he is stepping down from corporate management in May 
2008 at the Annual Company Meeting for German employees of 
Hansgrohe AG in Schiltach and Offenburg. “After 40 years with the 
company that my father founded in 1901, and after 33 years at the 
top, I believe the time has come for me to step down from operational 
management of the company," stated Klaus Grohe. “This is made 
somewhat easier for me by the fact that Hansgrohe AG is on the 
road to success, thanks to the dynamic nature of its growth.”  

 
As of May 2008, the successor to the top position at the company will 
be the present Chief Financial Officer and Deputy Chairman, 
Siegfried Gänßlen (61). Richard Grohe (42), who has been on the 
Board since 2006, will take over the role of Deputy Chairman. Klaus 
Grohe will remain at Hansgrohe and in future will act in an advisory 
capacity in the areas of innovation and brand management. The 
Supervisory Board has already confirmed the personnel decision.  

 
“We have systematically paved the way for the new generation,” 
explains Klaus Grohe, “and in 2008 we will be taking the first step 
with these changes. Siegfried Gänßlen has been with the company 
for many years and has contributed decisively to its positive 
development. He stands for continuity in management, and with his 
international experience, he will ensure that Hansgrohe AG continues 
down the growth track.” At the same time, Richard Grohe, who has 
been the director of the strategic business unit Hansgrohe for many 
years, will take on expanded responsibilities on the Board, including 
the development of the product range in particular. As the grandson 
of the company’s founder, he is also responsible for ensuring that the 
fixture and shower manufacturer's distinctive and deep-rooted culture 
of innovation continues. 
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A new generation has been announced:  Klaus Grohe (middle), 
Chairman of the Board of Hansgrohe AG, is stepping down from 
operational management of the company in May 2008. The 
successor to the top position at the company will be the present 
Chief Financial Officer Siegfried Gänßlen (left). Richard Grohe (right) 
will take over the role of Deputy Chairman. 
 
 

*** 
 
In its soon-to-be 106-year history, the Hansgrohe company 
(www.hansgrohe.com) with official headquarters in Schiltach, the 
Black Forest, has acquired the reputation within the plumbing 
appliances industry as an innovation leader when it comes to 
technology and design. In 2006, the company generated sales of 
€569 million with its Axor, Hansgrohe, Pharo, and Pontos brands 
(2005: €476 million) – a gain of 20 percent as compared with the 
previous year. The company creates new jobs both in Germany and 
abroad based on this success. Today the Hansgrohe Group has 
more than 3,200 employees worldwide, two thirds of whom are in 
Germany. The company manufactures its products in five German 
plants, in France, the Netherlands, in the USA, and in China. 

Find out your shower type at www.duschtyp.de 
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More information: Hansgrohe AG 
 - Press Office - 
 Dr. Carsten Tessmer/Anke Messerschmidt 
 Phone: +49 (0) 7836/51-3009/-3288 
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 Fax: +49 (0) 7836/51-1170 
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